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{ǘ /ƻƭǳƳōŀΩǎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ .ƻȅsΩ School 

A Performing & Visual Arts College 
Catholic Archdiocese of Southwark 

 

The Messenger 
 

Word from the Headteacher 
 This has been an excellent start to the academic year. The new Year 7 students have settled in well and we 
have a waiting list of students wanting to join us.  Our Open Evening & Mornings were very well attended 
and I was particularly proud of the large number of students who gave up their time to support the school.  
They made a wonderful impression on our visitors. 
 
You may have heard that we are considering changing the school logo. My aim is to constantly reflect on 
Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ {ǘΦ /ƻƭǳƳōŀΩǎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ  I think it is time we review 
our school logo but I am aware that many students do not agree!  We have an excellent Student Council so 
I have asked them to consider my proposals and to report back to the Governing Body.  I am quite happy to 
listen to their advice.  Any rumours you may have heard about me introducing orange blazers are not true! 
 
Good GCSE results are crucial for the future wellbeing of our students which is why we monitor individual 
student progress.  If we have concerns about the progress of individual students we will be providing extra 
interventions to help them achieve their potential ς and I thank you in advance for your support. 
 

News from the English Department 
 
There are two theatre trips planned.   Year 7 will 
ǎŜŜ ŀ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ψ{ƪŜƭƭƛƎΩ ƻƴ муth December 
2009 ς the deadline for tickets was 12th October.  
¸ŜŀǊǎ мл ŀƴŘ мм ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ Ψ!ƴ LƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊ /ŀƭƭǎΩ ƻƴ 
the 4th November- all tickets are sold. 
 

There is a Conference for Year 11 planned for the 
22nd WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлмл ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨtƻŜǘǊȅ [ƛǾŜΩ- the 
deadline for tickets 12th October 9, 2009. 
A letter has been sent to Year 11 parents 
regarding the purchase of revision texts books to 
help their sons prepare for the mock 
examinations as well as the final examinations.  
The deadline for orders is 23rd October 2009

 

 

News from the R.E Department 
 

Philosophy Club ς You are welcome to this exciting new club.   
 
Last week Mr Juma asked a class of Year 9 
students to explain the meaning of the term 
ΨtƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅΦΩ  WƻǊŘŀƴ Yƛƴǎƻƴ фC ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ 
άtƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛŘŜŀΣ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴΣ  ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŜŜƳ, also it 
ƳŀƪŜǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎŜŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘƭȅΦέ ¢ƻ ǘƘŜ 
ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ ά²Ƙƻ ƛǎ ŀ tƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘŜǊΚέ 9ǿƻǊƛǘǎŜ 
¢ƻǿŜǎƘƻ ф[ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘΣ ŀ tƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘŜǊ ƛǎ άǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ 
who writes the philosophy, they solve very hard 

ǇǳȊȊƭŜǎΦέ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƪŜȅ ǘƻ 
understanding Philosophy.    
 
In January 2010, Mr Juma together  with the R.E. 
Department, will be starting this brand new club.  
This will be held on Wednesdays from 2.45pm 
until 3.30p.m. and boys will be advised of the 
start date nearer the time. 
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¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅΩ ƭƛǘŜǊŀlly means the love of 
wisdom - from the Greek  philos - love and Sophia 
- wisdom.  A Philosophy Club at the school will 
therefore provide invaluable opportunities to a 
circle of young thinkers interested in entering 
into intellectual conversations of ideas and 
arguments of other philosophers with the hope 
of forming their own life philosophy.  Philosophy 
asks most important questions about life and 
hence it widens our vision and horizons.  As the 
Greek Philosopher Aristotle said more than 2000 
years ago;  Philosophy, begins with wonder at the 

marvels and mysteries of the world.  It begins in 
wonder in the pursuit of truth and wisdom. 
 
If you are planning to proceed to university and 
sixth form college to study Philosophy or related 
subject areas; if you like to be academically 
challenged, are interested in finding out new 
ideas as well as finding out the truth through the 
laborious process of argument and debate, then 
the Philosophy Club is a place for you.  To find out 
more or if you are interested in joining the 
Philosophy club please see Mr Juma as soon as 
possible as places are limited.   

 

 

News  from the PE. Department 
 
Year 10 Football Results / Fixtures  -  Kent Cup 
Round 1  -  wŀǾŜƴǎǿƻƻŘ о {ǘ /ƻƭǳƳōŀΩǎ м 
 
{ǘ /ƻƭǳƳōŀΩǎ  Ǿǎ IŀǾŜǊǎǘƻŎƪ όпκммκлфύ [ƻƴŘƻƴ 
Cup 2nd Round 
 
{ǘ /ƻƭǳƳōŀΩǎ  Ǿǎ  .ŜȄƭŜȅƘŜŀǘƘ όмпκммκлфύ  
{ǘ /ƻƭǳƳōŀΩǎ /ǳǇ  
 
Year 7 Basketball Training every Thursday in the 
Sports Hall. From 2.45pm -4.00pm 

Years 7, 8 and 9   -  Sport Kickboxing / Martial Arts 
in Dance Studio on Wednesdays  from 3.00pm -
4.00pm.  Any pupil interested in participating, 
please see Mr Martin for details.   The first course 
begins on Wednesday 4th November. 
 
Years 10 and 11   -  Any pupils who are interested 
in non-contact boxing sessions, please see  
Mr Martin.  Date to be confirmed.. 
 

 



3 

 

News from the Science Department 
 

GCSE Science Module Exams ς Friday 20th November 
 
Year 11 re-sits and Year 10 Triple Science exams will 
take place on Friday 20th November.  
(All pupils sitting exams will have received a timetable 
from the exams officer) 

To fully prepare for the exams pupils are encouraged 
to attend the revision classes. 

 

Date..... Revision.... With..  

Tuesday 10th November  B1b  
Electrical & Chemical signals 
Use, Misuse & Abuse 

CNI Sc.3 
2.45 ς 3.45 

 Wednesday 11th November C1b 
Patterns in Properties 
Making Changes 

TDN Sc1 
2.45 ς 3.45 

Thursday 12th November P1b 
Producing & Measuring Electricity 
¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴ /ƘŀǊƎŜ 

NBA Sc5 
2.45 ς 3.45 

Tuesday 17th November B1a 
Environment  
 Genes 

CNI  Sc3  
2.45- 3.45 

Wednesday 18th November C1a 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ 9ŀǊǘƘ 
Designer Products 

PML  Sc6 
2.45 ς 3.45 

Thursday 19th November P1a 
bƻǿ ¸ƻǳ ǎŜŜ ƛǘΣ ƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
Space and its mysteries 

RDS  Sc4 
2.45 ς 3.45 

Friday 20th November Modular EXAMS   

 
To aid revision you may also find the following useful; 
Revision guides ς available from Science Prep Room 
BBC Bitesize - http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/science/edexcel/ 
Past papers (and answers) on the shared area. 
 

Science/IT  After -school Club  
Every Tuesday  - Sc7 

2.30 -3.30 
BTEC catch up  
GCSE Revision  

KS3 Science research / homework  

 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/science/edexcel/
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News from Performing Arts 

Ψ{ǘŀƎŜ CǊƛƎƘǘΩ 
 
Students froƳ ǘƘŜ {ǘ /ƻƭǳƳōŀΩǎ 5ǊŀƳŀ /ƭǳō Ψ{ǘŀƎŜ 
CǊƛƎƘǘΩ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛŎƻǊƴ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜΣ 
Tooley Street, London to participate in a Shakespeare 
for Schools Workshop. Their behaviour was excellent 
and their short performance exhilarating.  They are 

taking part in the Shakespeare for Schools Festival and 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜǊǇǘ ŦǊƻƳ Ψ¢ƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇŜǎǘΩ ƛƴ 
The Unicorn Theatre on Friday 6th at 7.00pm, please 
come and support the students and enjoy what will be 
a wonderful evening of Shakespeare. 

 
 
Tickets are available from:- 
 
Theatre box office; _  
0207-645-0560  
 
Or via the internet ς  
 
http://www.unicorntheatre.com/shakespeareschoolsfestival 
 
School Production Auditions 
 
The time of year has arrived for the budding 
performers amongst you to audition for the 2009 ς 
2010 School Production.  We have great pleasure in 

ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ΨWŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ 
{ǳǇŜǊǎǘŀǊΩΦ  The date of the auditions is Wednesday 
11th November at 2.30pm in DR1  

 

ΨwƻŎƪ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΩ !ǳŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ 

!ǳŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘŜƭŘ ŦƻǊ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ Ψ .ƛƭly ElliotǎΩ to 
participate in the much acclaimed ΨRock ChallengeΩ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘ ƛƴ Ψ¢ƘŜ !ǎƘŎǊƻŦǘ ǘƘŜŀǘǊŜΩ 

Croydon.  Auditions are being held on Wednesday 21st 
October at 2.30pm in The Dance Studio. 

 
 
 
 
Instrumental Lessons 
 
This terms lessons have commenced in earnest, 
 but if you wish your son to be placed on the  
waiting list for Guitar, Drums or Piano / Keyboard Lessons 
please contact Mrs M Carrano :-01322 553236 Ext 273. 

 

 

 

http://www.unicorntheatre.com/shakespeareschoolsfestival
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School News 
 
Year 11 Curriculum and Careers Evening 
 
All parents and boys are requested to attend this 
important evening on Tuesday 10th November 2009 
from 6.30p.m. until 9.00p.m. in the Hall. 
 
The evening is intended to focus on preparation for 
the Mock Examinations in December, useful revision 
aids and resources, information from subject teachers 
and give recommendations on coursework. 
 
There will be an opportunity to meet Key Learning 
Providers/Employers and find out about their 
establishments and what they have to offer as part of 
the next stage of your education.   Representatives 
from Sixth Form Colleges, Further Education Colleges, 
universities and Connexions Services and other career 
path opportunities, such as the Army, RAF and Police 
will all be present. 

 
The first part of the evening will be on the curriculum 
issues outlined above and will be delivered in the 
Hall.  Then there will be the opportunity to go around 
the stalls (situated on the ground floor of the new 
teaching block) to find out more about what other 
Colleges and Learning Providers can offer post St 
/ƻƭǳƳōŀΩǎΣ  and to collect copies of their prospectus. 
 
As you know GCSEs are the gateway to the next stage 
in your career, whether that be College, 
Apprenticeship or employment.  It is vital that 
preparations are made now. 
 
We hope to see as many of you as possible on this 
important evening. 
 

 
¸ŜŀǊ мл tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ 

 
!ƭƭ ¸ŜŀǊ мл ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƻƴΩǎ 
tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ Thursday 19th November 2009 
from 3.30p.m. until 7.00p.m.  Your letter will be given 

to your son and he is responsible for making 
appointments for you to see his teachers. 

 
Exams 
 
November 2009 GCSE - Re-sits 

 
Date   Subject  Type   Exam starts at: 
5/11/09  Maths  Linear   9:00am 
10/11/09  Maths  Linear   9:00am 
13/11/09  Maths  Modular   1:30pm 
20/11/09  Science  Modular  9:00am onwards 
 

 
Year 11 Prize Giving Evening ς Tuesday 1st December 2009 from 7.00p.m. until 9.00p.m. in the Hall.  
Details to follow. 
 
¸ŜŀǊ мл ΨtŀƴǘƻƳƛƳŜΩ ς Wednesday 9th December in the Iona Theatre. 
 
School Photographs 
 
Individual school photographs have now been sent home 
for purchase if you wish.   Please make your selection and 
enclose the correct payment and the order form in the 
envelope that was provided with the photograph.   We will 
accept late orders but no later than Monday 2nd 
November, when the boys return to school after the half-
term. 

The Year 7 and Year 11 group photographs are now 
available to view in the Front Office.   Letters giving details 
of how to purchase these photographs have been 
distributed.   Any problems please contact Mrs L Bird at the 
School.  Please note group and individual photographs are 
separate orders and each order and payment must be 
placed in the correct envelope.   Thank you. 
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News from Mr B  Woodcock, Deputy Headteacher 
 
Well Done!  

 
Well done to all those boys who have represented 
their Houses in competition this term.  Loyola took an 
early lead in the Inter-House Competition with a well-
deserved victory in the Year 7 Football, beating More 

House.  The Year 8 Spelling Bee was won by Berchman 
Jadoc  of 8C.  The competition was won by Campion 
with Xavier in second place.  Well done to all those 
who participated....the words were the hardest yet! 

 
Primary Schools Five-a-Side Football Competition 
 
On 6th October, we held our annual Five-a-Side 
Competition.  With fifteen teams from all of our 
Catholic feeder primaries, the atmosphere was 
competitive, frantic and noisy!  Boys and girls from 
Years 5 and 6 competed, with some excellent goal 
mouth action.  The eventual winners were Our Lady of 

the Rosary, who defeated St Fidelis in the Final.  
Thanks to all the staff that organised this event which 
was enjoyed by participants and spectators alike.  
Special thanks to our student referees Sonny 
McClean, Ogba Ubredi and David Olaitan who were 
excellent ambassadors for the school. 

 
Open Evening 
 
Thank you to all our wonderful pupils who 
represented the school superbly as guides or helping 
in Departments around the school.  The efforts of all 

the boys and the time they devoted were greatly 
appreciated. 

 
Homework Club 
 
We have established a dedicated Homework Club to 
help Year 7 pupils with their home-learning.  This 
means pupils have supervised access to library books 
and periodicals as well as computers to complete their 
homework.  There are adults there to help as well as a 

team of learning mentors, who are available to assist 
the boys to produce the very best quality homework.  
Many boys are making the most of this opportunity 
but there are still places available. 

Mr B Woodcock 

 

Chaplaincy 

Mass in the School Chapel 

Mass is celebrated fortnightly in our School Chapel at 
8.00a.m.  Students and staff are all welcome to attend 
and worship together as a community.  Volunteers are 
invited to participate by reading serving or taking part, 
in the Offertory. 
hǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƭŜǊƎȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ {ǘ /ƻƭǳƳōŀΩǎ ōȅ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ 
Mass on a rota basis and are always happy to see 
familiar faces from their parishes. 
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Mass in the School Chapel 
 
Voluntary Mass 8.00am All students and staff 
welcome 
 
Dates for your diary:- 
Wednesday 4th November, Fr. Francis Hartley 

Wednesday 18th November, Fr. Desmond Hanrahan  
Wednesday 2nd December, Fr. Michael Jones 
Wednesday 16th December Fr. Pat Zammit 
All students and staff welcome

 
 

Confirmation 
!ǘ {ǘΦ /ƻƭǳƳōŀΩǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ 
the Sacrament of Confirmation, and we encourage 
students on their faith journey always keeping them in 
our prayers. 
We run a six week programme called YOUTH CAFÉ 
(Get Plugged In) created by the Catholic 
Evangelisation Services. The programme consists of 
5±5ΩǎΣ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴΣ ƎŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƴŀŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛƴƪǎ ŀǊŜ 
provided free of charge. To view trailer please visit 
www.youthcafe.org. The programme takes place on 
Wednesdays; 2.45-4.00pm and is open to year groups 
8-11. 
Please note, that this programme is not intended to 
replace preparation for the Sacrament of 
Confirmation in your parish but to support it or to 

help students to come and discover more about the 
Catholic Christian faith.   
Youth Café 2008 

 
Confirmation St. Thomas More Catholic Church Bexleyheath 
Come Holy Spirit 

 

! ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ CwΦ WƻƘƴ hΩ5ƻƴƻƎƘǳŜΦIf you are 
interested in joining the Confirmation programme at 
St. Thomas MoǊŜǎΩ /ƘǳǊŎƘ .ŜȄƭŜȅƘŜŀǘƘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ 
ŀ ŦƻǊƳ ŦǊƻƳ CǊΦ WƻƘƴ hΩ5ƻƴƻƎƘǳŜΦ ! р ǿŜŜƪ 

ΨLƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƻǊȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΣ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ 
the opportunity to explore your faith and make a 
decision as to whether you would wish to celebrate 
the sacrament of Confirmation in year 10 or defer it to 

http://www.youthcafe.org/
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a later date. Exploratory sessions have already begun 
but interested students still very welcome in parish 

hall Long Lane at 7.30-8.30pm. Confirmation date 
Sunday March 7th, 2010. Tel:0208 303-2189 
 

CAFOD Brazilian Partner Visit 

This September CAFOD set up a visit with their 
Brazilian Partners to come to the Archdioceses of 
{ƻǳǘƘǿŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΦ {ǘΦ /ƻƭǳƳōŀΩǎ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
take part as one of the four schools in the Archdiocese 
of Southwark. 
 We gladly accepted this rare opportunity so that our 
students could learn and share about the lives of 
young people who struggle with a very different life 
journey to us. 
The four young people who had spent a day with our 
students along with interpreters and CAFOD 

representatives shared their culture of music and 
dance and how it helped them show that the young 
people of today, even in a harsh society can show 
outstanding example and be valuable members of 
their community. 
All benefited from this experience and we are grateful 
to CAFOD for all the work that they are doing on our 
behalf.  
Thank you!

 
 

Tel:0208

